
Mâwaihakona Stream 
St Patrick’s College Silverstream 
 

▪ Enhancing the local environment for all to share 

▪ A calm and restful environment for everyone. Returning the 

stream to its original, pre-European state 

▪ Bringing back the Mauri 

▪ Stepping back in time 

▪ Learning about the Māori history of our valley, learning about 

the ecology of the forest and wetlands 
 

 

 

  



Rahui 
When a totara log was found and retrieved from the Mâwaihakona Stream in 2011 it was 

decided to use this resource as a Pou Rahui.  The idea of Pou Rahui is to make an area 

sacred – a no take zone.  This was duly carved and installed.  The Pou Rahui was named 

Hato Patariki carved by Dane Kingi (Arawa-Kahungunu).   

 

The next Pou was carved from a 2 – 3000 year old log.  This is the second Pou Rahui and 

marks the downstream end of our Tapu area. 

 

This is carved in the Rakauwairua style wood spirit (Tiki Wanganga) by Ihaia Puketapu. 

 

  



Waharoa 
 

The Maihi (bargeboards) and Amo (side posts) were carved by Ihaia Puketapau and 

represent (Maihi) Friends of the Mâwaihakona Stream and (Amo) ancestor figures.  The 

centre post (Pou Koukou Aro) was carved by Sonny Davis from the same log as Hato Patariki, 

the cable mask (wheku) at the top represents Rongo Atua of agriculture and peaceful things, 

also Atua (God) of sports.  The name Rongomatane is Rongo and Tane.  Tane is the Atua of 

the forest.  This is the main entrance to the restoration of the Mâwai Hakona Stream. 

 



Mahara 
These two Pou were carved by Sonny Davis 

(Tuhoe) from logs retrieved from the banks 

of the Manawatu River, they were dated by 

Waikato University at 2 – 3000 years old.  

These are Pou Mahara memorial posts, Nga 

Toa, remembering those who fought their 

way down to Wellington from North 

Taranaki (Ngāti Toa – Te Ati Awa and Ngāti 

Tama) 

He Kainoho Hou is to remember these who 

came up the Lower Valley – over the hills, 

up the river to settle in the area known as 

Upper Hutt. 

Hato Petera (bottom right) Pou Rahui 

  



Te Kaeaea | Taringa Kuri 
 

This Pou mahara represents Te Kaeaea | Taringa Kuri, Chief of the Ngāti Tama who lived 

here in the 19th Century.  One side as Te Kaeaea he faces his Taranaki homeland and on the 

other, he faces his tribe as Taringa Kuri. 

 


