
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kia ora Family and Whānau 
 
I trust that you all had a blessed Easter celebrating the occasion with 
family and friends. This is the part of our liturgical year, which is the 
greatest celebration in the Catholic Church because it is the completion 
of the Holy week that ends with the resurrection of Jesus. Easter 
celebrates the beginning and foundation of Christianity. Jesus was raised 
from the dead, and it goes to show that He conquered sin and death. 
 
Term Two has had a busy start with winter sports beginning, parent 
teacher conferences taking place and a change in the COVID restrictions 
from red to orange. With the winter sports season approaching, an 
increased activity in other co-curricular areas such as the performing arts and cultural activities, it is 
important to remember the importance of balance.  
 
At recent year-level meetings, I have encouraged our young men to make sure they get involved in the co-
curricular life of the school. For some, as they move into their senior years, sport and cultural activities 
gradually fall off the radar – a greater focus on academic studies is often used as an excuse, but what these 
young men fail to realise is the positive effect involvement outside of the classroom has on what happens 
inside the classroom. Being involved in co-curricular activities means our young men are busy and gainfully 
occupied, meaning that they spend less time on devices and more time interacting with others. Being part of 
a team or a group helps them build a sense of camaraderie and élan and develops their sense of belonging.  
 
One of the things we have learnt over the past two years has been the limitations of technology in 
education. What has been recognised is that having a teacher in front of a class is more effective than having 
pupils work regularly ‘online’. Instant feedback, class discussion, along with the relational aspect of 
classroom teaching are things that simply cannot be replicated on a computer. However, please be aware 
that students need to be at school and interacting with staff and fellow students to gain the maximum out of 
their education. Attendance and success in school have a direct correlation. 
 
Bullying-Free New Zealand Week will be from 16 -20 May in conjunction with Pink Shirt Day on Friday 20 
May. On Pink Shirt Day, students will be able to wear casual clothes, bringing a gold coin, which will be 
donated to support adolescent mental health initiatives cross the country. 
 
Finally, I would like to thank staff, students and the community for the warm welcome they have extended 
to me over the last three weeks. The powhiri was a special occasion, which my family and I really 
appreciated. I look forward to meeting you all at the various events held at the College in the near future. 
 
Ma te Atua e manaaki 
 
Rob Ferreira 
Rector/Tumuaki 
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LAGAN, Sister Frances Marie (Sr M Anastasia) SMSM
On 22 July 2022 died peacefully at Hutt Hospital; loved and respected member of 
the Missionary Sisters of the Society of Mary. 101 wonderful years trusting God.

To all she gave friendship, wisdom and loving service. 

Funeral Mass will be celebrated at the St Patrick’s College Silverstream Chapel on 
Monday 1 August 2022 at 10.30am, thereafter interment at Taita Cemetery. 

A Prayer Vigil will take place at 4.00pm on Sunday 31 July at the Harbour City Funeral 
Home, 665 High Street, Lower Hutt.



WORDS ON SISTER FRANCES MARIE

Philip Mahoney
Sister Frances Marie was a legend at Stream. She helped, advised and 
supported so many students, staff and Rectors over so many years. She 
was a woman to be reckoned with, and whose opinions were always worth 
hearing. Prayerful and practical are words that I would use to describe her. 
As her mobility decreased she became reliant on her little car to get to 
daily Mass at the Home of Compassion. However, mixing it with the traffic 
on Fergusson Drive became dangerous for her and other drivers, so the 
car registration was not renewed. Undeterred, Sister drove the car across 
the top field to the fence by the Home and walked from there. Boys on the 
field quickly learnt that expecting her to drive around them was not a good 
idea, even in the middle of a cricket or rugby game. 
May God welcome her into the fields of heaven. 

Philip Mahoney | Rector 2006 - 2010 

David Leavy
Sister Frances Marie Lagan a long-serving and much-valued member of the 

College community. She began her service at Silverstream in 1972. When 
asked which position she had applied for in her initial interview, a typically 
blunt reply came: “I didn’t apply, I was asked!”
She was initially responsible for the Samoan volunteers who were brought 
out to the Marist Colleges throughout the 1950s, 60s and 70s, and who 
lived on campus at the time. The Volunteers did anything and everything, 
from gardens, to laundry, to cooking, to assisting the Matron for the care 

of the Boarders. Later on, she taught Religious Studies, Business Studies, 
Reading and Writing Skills, student after school reading, sewing, and wrote 

articles for the Blue and White.
During the 90s Sister continued to teach part time Business Studies and Religious 

Education and assumed a guardianship of spiritual values at the College.  Sister also 
continued to help Rosalie in the Laundry with a huge amount of work mending the boarders clothing – 
jerseys, sewing buttons on shirts etc.  She continued to do this until around 2008 – 2009. The enduring 
friendship of these two fine stalwarts of the College is testament to the profound magic of Silverstream, 
and the unashamedly Marist characteristics that underpin it, including loyalty to home and school. Sister 
Frances Marie and I had an extremely strong affection and enjoyed each other’s company. There are just 
too many stories to mention.  I am thankful to have known such a strong, vibrant woman who will be sorely 
missed by many.
The College Anthem professes that “St Patrick’s sons we’ll remain till death”. We are fortunate that the 
same may be said, on the passing of this most extraordinary of daughters.
Rest in peace Sister Frances Marie.

David Leavy | Rector 1994 - 2006

Fr James Dooley SM
Sister Frances Marie was a very popular teacher with the boys and 
presented faithfully what it is to be a committed Christian full of the joy 
of life. She joined comfortably in all the activities of the College.

Sister Frances Marie was much loved and admired by the staff and 
students alike.

Rest in peace Sister Frances Marie.

Fr James Dooley SM | Rector 1987 - 1993



Grahame Duffy
I was sad to hear of the recent passing of Sister Frances Marie.

My first association with Sister was as a staff member teaching at St Patrick’s 
College in 1990 when the Society of Mary still had a considerable number 
of Priests teaching at the College. Sister was teaching mainly Religious 
Education and was very skilled in the teaching and administration of Junior 
classes. I understand Sister’s first association with the College was in 1940, 
nine years after it opened. (Hope this is correct).
Those students who knew sister understood that challenging her authority 
would often mean a sharp response of wit finished by a comment of “I will 
pray for you”.

Sister would often remind me that leadership in the College involves the 
Rector always showing the value of humbleness or humility as Mary did. When 

I was Rector over the last four years and visited her onsite or in the later years 
in the Home of Compassion at Silverstream she would always share this thought 

and a time of prayer and blessing. Sister’s faith was an example to all. In a world 
of constant challenge and change she always showed her commitment to her chosen 

Religious Vocation and demonstrated this on a daily basis.
A special thanks must go to Rosalie who has been Sister’s caregiver for many years. Rosalie worked in the 
College laundry for many years as well as being a constant support for Sister both in her well being and 
faith. Thank you Rosalie and I am sure you have God’s blessing.
Sister was never short of an opinion and was quick to offer it if she felt it was warranted. Her opinion was 
often with the love and direction of God’s message. In her later years Sister still maintained her spirit and 
love for all. She will leave a legacy of hope, faith and charity in the love of Mary.
Rest in peace Sister Frances Marie.
Grahame Duffy | Staff 1990 - 1999
            | Rector 2018 - 2021

Rob Ferreira
I had the privilege of visiting Sister Frances Marie on her birthday at the Home 
of Compassion this year. The Rector always brought her flowers on her birthday, 
and spends part of the afternoon with her. She remembered past Rectors, staff 
and students clearly and as usual she gave me a lot of advice, which I have 
remembered and implemented. She especially remembered her interactions 
with students and regaled me with stories about her interactions with the 
community over the past decades. It was a pleasure speaking to someone who 
had such a rich knowledge of the college and its history.
Come to meet her, Angels of the Lord! Receive her soul and present her to God 
the Most High. May Christ, who called you, take you to himself; may Angels lead 
you to Abraham’s side. Give her eternal rest, O Lord, and may your light shine on 
her forever.
Rest in peace Sister Frances Marie.
Rob Ferreira | Rector 2022 - current
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Silverstream 

Gerard Tully
I have memories of Sister from my time as a boy at Stream (the 70’s), as a young 
teacher (the 80’s) and as Rector (2000’s). Certainly, my main interactions with 
her were in that latter role. I would visit her in her cottage on the property (not 
regularly enough), and it was always a joy. Despite her health starting to fail 
somewhat, she remained relentlessly positive. Her main message to me remained 
constant – to paraphrase: “I can’t actually be in the school anymore, but everyday 
I pray for everyone at Silverstream – I pray for the boys and their families, I pray 
for the staff, and I pray for you Gerard”. What a beautiful and caring sentiment! 
What a wonderful demonstration of her faith and commitment demonstrating 
her lifelong dedication to her God and her school, as this school, very definitely, 
became her school.
Haere atu ra ki te po.
Thank you, Sister Frances Marie, for the love and generosity you showed to all in 
the Stream community. Your job is done. May you Rest in Peace.

Gerard Tully Rector | 2011 - 2017



SISTER FRANCES MARIE LAGAN

REST IN PEACE


